
ANNUNCIATION PARISH 
Third Sunday of Advent, December 14, 2025 

O God, who see how your people faithfully await the feast of               

the Lord's Nativity, enable us, we pray, to attain the joys of so 

great a salvation and to celebrate them always with solemn               

worship and glad rejoicing. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,              

your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, God, for ever and ever.      

       

       www.catholicculture.org 

PARISH  OFFICE 

626 Willard Ave.  (All Mail Please) 

Newington, CT 06111 

Phone: (860) 666-1591 

 Office Hours  

Monday - Friday:   

9:00am - 2:00pm 
 

CHURCH OF ST. MARY 

626 Willard Avenue 

Newington, CT. 06111 

CHURCH OF HOLY SPIRIT 

183 Church Street (No Mail Please) 

Newington, CT. 06111 

 
 

 Confession 

Friday: 8:30-8:50 am, HS 

Saturday: 3:00-3:50 pm, HS 

Sunday: 7:30-7:50 am, SM 

 

 Mass Times 

Daily Mass: Monday - Friday              

9:00 am, HS 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm, HS 

Sunday Masses:  

 8:00 am, SM 

         9:15 am, HS 

 10:30 am, SM 

         12:00 pm, HS 

Visit us on the web @                                

annunciationnewington.com 
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Third Sunday of Advent, December 14, 2025 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK – Third Sunday Of Advent 

Monday Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday Zep 3:1-2, 9-13 Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23 Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday Gen 49:2, 8-10 Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 Mt 1:1-17 
Thursday Jer 23:5-8 Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 Mt 1:18-25 
Friday Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 Lk 1:5-25 
Saturday Is 7:10-14 Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 Lk 1:26-38 

Sunday Is 7:10-14 Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6. Rom 1:1-7 Mt 1:18-24  

Welcome To Annunciation Parish, The Roman Catholic Community of Newington 

     Whether you are a long-time parishioner, a returning parishioner, a new parishioner, or a visitor, welcome                                

to our community. We are glad that you are here and hope that you feel at home. If you are not already a member of 

our parish, please consider joining us. If you are a member of our parish already, please consider joining one of our 

ministries. 

      The Catholic Church welcomes new members of all ages. Children are welcomed into our faith through the                       

sacrament of Baptism.  Adults can either join our faith, or complete their sacraments of initiation through our RCIA 

(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) or our Adult Confirmation program. If you are interested, please call the                  

rectory at: (860) 666-1591.  

Par is h Pr ies ts  

Rev. Janusz Kukulka, Pastor 

fr.kukulka@aohct.org 

Rev. Joseph Pullikattil, Parochial Vicar  

fr.pullikattil@aohct.org 

Weekend Associates  

 Rev. Lawrence Bock 

 Msgr. James Kinnane 

Deaco ns  

James Blanchette 

 deaconjimb@annunciationnewington.com 

Bruce Thompson, Senior  Deacon 

Music Minis try                                                             

Mark Neumann, Par ish Director of Music 

             neumn@hotmail.com 

David Dyson, Organist 

 music.dyson@annunciationnewington.com 

Business Manager, Deacon Julio Maturana 

 business@annunciationnewington.com                                 

 Phone: (860) 436-4381 

Rectory Office  

Kimberly Marchetti, Secretary, Annunciation Parish 

 kim@annunciationnewington.com                                            

 Phone: (860) 666-1591 

Religious Education Office 

 Phone: (860) 729-5032 

Deacon James Blanchette, Director  of Religious                     

Education 

 deaconjimb@annunciationnewington.com 

Eliza Harris, Coordinator  of Religious Education 

 CRE@annunciationnewington.com 

 

Sacramental Ministries  

Baptism                                                                                                     

To schedule a Baptism, visit our website:         

www.annunciationnewington.com, scroll down to Quick Links 

(center of Home Page), Select - Book a Baptism and then once 

the form is submitted, Deacon Blanchette will call to arrange a 

meeting. 

Marriage 

Please call the rectory at least six months in advance. Couples 

meet with the priest for an initial pastoral conversation before a 

wedding date can be set.  Please do not make other plans until a 

date has been confirmed.  

For the Sick 

We are happy to visit with the homebound. If you or a loved 

one would like a home visit, Holy Communion or                                            

the Anointing of the Sick, please contact the rectory office.  
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In Loving Memory                    

We pray for… 

Elizabeth Doherty 

And for the consolation of 

their family & friends. Eternal 

rest grant unto them, O Lord; 

let your light shine upon them 

 

 

Parish Support 

December 7, 2025 

Weekly          $12,187 

Online Giving   $5,894 

Total        $18,081 

 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Holy Spirit Church                                             
6:00 - 7:00pm                             

Tuesday Evenings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass Intentions                        

Saturday, December 13th, The Vigil For The Third Sunday Of Advent  

H/S   4:00 p.m.               Rose McCormack, 11th Anniversary,                               

               By Her Family                                                               

Sunday, December 14th, The Third Sunday Of Advent  

S/M    8:00 a.m.                   Daniel Patriss, By His Family                                                         

H/S    9:15 a.m.          Maria Piwowarska, By Her Son,                                                                          

          Grandchildren & Family                                                          

S/M   10:30 a.m                  Jaime Gallicchio, By A Family Friend                                                                                                             

H/S   12:00 p.m.          Manuel Otero, By His Daughter                                     

Monday, December 15th, Advent Weekday                                                                                                                                                       

H/S     9:00 a.m.                Gratiniano Suarez, By Marco Suarez                                             

Tuesday, December 16th, Advent Weekday 

H/S   9:00 a.m.                Bruce Abate, By Melissa Tardiff                                                             

Wednesday, December 17th, Late Advent Weekday 

H/S    9:00 a.m.                Chuck Donnelli, By Sue Smola    

Thursday, December 18th, Late Advent Weekday                                                               

H/S    9:00 a.m.                Barbara Zembrzuski, 1st Anniversary, By Her Family                                                                                    

Friday, December 19th, Late Advent Weekday                                                                            

H/S    9:00 a.m.                Saint Elise, By Richardson Mezidor                                                                                 

Saturday, December 20th, The Vigil For The Fourth Sunday Of Advent  

H/S   4:00 p.m.               James & Mary McDonald & John & Mary Hamm, 

          By Dennis & Marge McDonald                                       

Sunday, December 21st, The Fourth Sunday Of Advent  

S/M    8:00 a.m.                  Anita Fairwood, By Richard & Ronald Fairwood & 

         Maureen Kievman                                                        

H/S    9:15 a.m.          Fr. William Dudak, By SFHSN Class of 1958                   

S/M   10:30 a.m                  Vincenzo Carducci, By His Children                                                                                                            

H/S   12:00 p.m.         Clement & Eric Gebo, By Their Family        

                                       

        

                                                                                             

                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                

                                              

                                   

Third Sunday Of Advent, December 14, 2025  

Mass Cancelation Policy During Inclement Weather  
Daily Mass at 9:00 a.m. is cancelled whenever the Newington Public 

School System delays or closes for inclement weather. Sunday Masses 

(Saturday Vigil and Sunday Morning Masses) are cancelled whenever 

the Governor declares a travel ban, prohibiting or restricting the use             

of vehicles on the road. This policy will eliminate the need to call the 

rectory to ask if there is Mass and serves as an easy way to announce 

our closing. No other announcements will be given except for the             

policy as stated above. Mass intentions will be                

satisfied by the priest celebrant at his private Mass              

in the event that a scheduled public Mass is cancelled. 

Thank you for your understanding. 
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         The Knights Sandwich Ministry 

Our next sandwich collection is Sunday,              

December 21st at 4:30 pm in the Saint Mary 

School parking lot.   

  K of C Food Collection                                 

 Sunday, January 4th @ both churches 

      The Prayer Shawl Group                                        

meets the third Thursday of every month at                  

12:30 p.m. at The Holy Spirit Church Hall from 

September-June 

The Men’s Club 

...meets on the third Wednesday of every month, 

at 6:00 pm in St. Mary lower Rectory. Contact: 

Tom Morris at (860) 666-6331 

The Men’s Fellowship Group 

     ...meets every Wednesday evening from                              

 6:30-8:00 pm @ Holy Spirit Church Hall.   

   Contact: Angelo Marchetti at: (860) 202-1612 

The Women’s Fellowship Group 

….meets every Thursday of every from                

6:30-8:00 pm Holy Spirit Church Hall.   

   Contact: Kim Marchetti at: (860) 202-0020 

The Women’s Guild                

       The Women’s Guild will not hold any 

meetings in January. They will resume in  

February. All meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. in 

the Holy Spirit Church Hall.                

Pa r i s h  C a l e n d a r ,  D e c e m b e r  14 ,  2 0 2 5  

 Christmas 2025 Mass Schedule: 

              12/24,  Christmas Vigils: 

                 4:00  pm (Holy Spirit and St. Mary),                                 

      10:00 pm (St. Mary’s) 

     12/25,  Christmas Day:  

                  8:00 am (St. Mary’s)                                                    

        9:15 am (Holy Spirit), 

Seminarian Christmas Gift Card Program  

Once again our parish can participate in the               

Seminarian Christmas Gift Card Program.             

Our Seminarians have little or no earning             

power during their years of formation, but   

they still have personal expenses. Whether           

their need is gas to travel to parish                    

assignments, an unexpected car repair, or  

maybe just enough black socks to get through 

the week, they can use a helping hand. Your 

assistance in helping them to meet their            

everyday expenses that occur, is a great sign of 

support for their generous response to God’s 

call, affirming them in their desire to dedicate 

their lives to Christ and serve the faithful of the 

Archdiocese of Hartford. If you would like to 

participate in this                

program, you can ask for 

an envelope from the 

priest after Mass or just 

hand in a gift card with a 

personal note of Christmas Wishes. 

*Fr. Kukulka and Fr. Pullikattil are urging all            

parishioners to take advantage of our regularly 

scheduled confessions: (Friday: 8:30-8:50 a.m., 

HS, Saturday: 3:00-3:50 p.m., HS, & Sunday: 

7:30-7:50 am, SM) especially for the weekends            

of December 13th-14th and the 20th-21st as 

your Christmas confession.  

 

 

Please welcome into our parish family,                    

the following child who was recently baptized       

at Annunciation Parish: 

Liam Patrick Hevey 

We are very grateful for the generosity shown 

by so many to our Annual Parish Collection.            

If you have not yet had an opportunity to              

return your gift card, please do so as soon as 

possible. Every gift is welcome and sincerely 

appreciated. Thank you!  
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A n n u n c i a t i o n  Pa r i s h  

        I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is coming.    

      Luke3:16 

The 3rd Sunday of Advent Year C is also known as Gaudete Sunday, a day of rejoicing.                     

The readings encourage us to find joy and hope in the coming of the Lord. 

 Joyful Anticipation: The readings focus on the joy of waiting for Jesus. Zephaniah speaks                
of rejoicing and exulting with all our hearts. 

 God’s Presence: God is with His people. Zephaniah assures us that God is in our midst, 
bringing hope and safety. 

 Peace of Christ: St. Paul tells the Philippians about the peace of God. This peace will guard 
our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

 Call to Generosity: John the Baptist calls people to share with those in need. This echoes                
the Gospel’s message to live out our faith through actions. 

 Repentance and Preparation: John the Baptist also speaks of repentance. This reminds                   
us to prepare our hearts for Jesus’ coming by turning away from sin. 

 Hope and Encouragement: The readings provide hope and encouragement.                               
They remind us that God is near and we should not be afraid. 

 

On the 3rd Sunday of Advent Year C, we focus on rejoicing because 
the Lord is near. The themes guide us to live in joy, peace, and               

readiness for Christ’s coming.                    

 

© 2025 Young Catholics. All rights reserved.  

The Annunciation Women's Guild will hold their Christmas Party on Tuesday December 16th in               

the Holy Spirit Church hall. Doors open at 5:00 pm, with appetizers (Stuffed mushrooms, Baked  

Brie, cheese and crackers and 3 others to be determined) provided at 5:30 pm, followed by the             

meal. All Women's Guild members are invited to attend, and each member may bring one guest if 

they choose to. The evening will include a served family style meal catered by Michaels Catering,               

a teacup raffle and musical entertainment. The meal consists of the hot and cold appetizers,               

Chicken Marsala, Roast Sirloin of Beef, Penne  Pasta with meat sauce, Garlic roasted red bliss               

potatoes, Green beans with julienne carrots, Garden salad with rolls and butter, cheesecake, coffee 

and tea. The musical entertainment will be provided by Tom “T-bone” Stankus. The Women’s Guild 

will subsidize the cost for members only. The cost for the evenings will be $45 per member only.    

The cost for a non member/guest is $60. Response and payment are due by December 4th.                

Payment by a check should  be made out to Annunciation Women's Guild. Please place your                        

payment in a blank envelope, label with Annunciation Women's Guild Christmas Party, include                  

your name and a guest name if appropriate, and put in a collection basket at any Mass at either 

church by November 29th. Attendees are requested to bring item(s) to be donated to the House of 

Bread to be distributed to those in need. Items requested include new  T-shirts, socks and                   

underwear for Women and Men.                                                                                                                        

You may contact Lynn Lutz at lutz62511@gmail.com or call/text at:860-604-6798 

for any questions.  

https://young-catholics.com
mailto:lutz62511@gmail.com
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Special Music Christmas Eve:                                

*Saint Mary will have a mini concert beginning at 3:15 p.m.             

before the 4:00 p.m. Mass and at 9:15 p.m. before the                

10:00 p.m. Mass. The St. Mary Choir and Sarah’s family                   

of singers will present. 

*There will be special instrumental music at the 4:00 p.m.           

Mass at Holy Spirit.  

May the music increase our Christmas joy! 

A n n u n c i a t i o n  Pa r i s h  

A Sunday to “Rejoice!” 

The traditional color of Advent is purple or violet as is seen in the        

priest vestments and the three candles on the Advent wreath. It                 

symbolizes a penitential spirit that has been associated with Advent. 

This is the reason  why celebrating the sacrament of reconciliation or 

confession is so important before Christmas, so that we can worthily 

prepare spiritually to receive the Lord in Holy Communion at Christmas. 

Though purple or violet is used, Advent is not a “little Lent.” The season of Advent has its own 

purpose to prepare for the coming of Christ at the end of the world,   each day in the graces we          

receive and especially on Christmas morning. 

This weekend, the Church highlights the rose color used in special vestments and in the lighting 

of the third candle on the Advent wreath, which is rose in color. This color anticipates and is            

symbolic of the Christmas joy announced in the first word of the entrance antiphon for the Mass 

today: “Rejoice” in Latin, Gaudete taken from the first letter of St. Paul to the Thessalonians. This 

letter to the Thessalonians is the earliest Christian writing we possess, a letter filled with the joy 

that Paul drew from his sense of God’s presence. 

Gaudete Sunday is a time to refocus our attention in our preparation for Christmas. The readings 

at Mass change in focus and the rose color is to alert us that we can now begin to exclusively              

focus on the coming of Christ on Christmas morning, since Christmas is getting so close. It is   

with this third Sunday of Advent that decorating the home and moving to full Christmas mode is 

appropriate. By doing this we refocus our attention as the Church asks us to do, now that we are 

so close to Christmas. 

With more than half of Advent over we may feel pressure to prepare adequately for Christ at 

Christmas. Prayers, confession and good works are still our hallmark of preparation and with the 

building excitement we get ever closer to properly            

welcome the Savior on Christmas morning. May you 

have a blessed Gaudete Sunday and “Rejoice” for the 

Lord is near! 
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A n n u n c i a t i o n  Pa r i s h  

First, Some Simple Things to Pray For During Advent: 

 Pray for attentiveness to what truly matters, without being distracted by trivial things. 

 Pray for opportunities to learn something new about God regularly. 

 Pray for discernment of how God would like you to set your priorities and the ability to focus on them consistently 

to fulfill His purposes in your life. 

 Pray for the grace to be able to rest, become aware of God's presence, and enjoy it. 

 Pray for peace in all situations, no matter what the circumstances. 

 Pray for freedom from all that burdens you - past mistakes, fears, destructive habits, hurts other people have               

inflicted, and more. 

 Pray for joy and a sense of humor. 

 Pray for confidence in God's love for you and trust in His power to work things out for the best in your life. 

 Pray for openness to the Holy Spirit's guidance. 

 Pray for a genuine awareness of God's grace in your life and the humility to extend grace to others. 

~ from Whitney Hopler's “Pray for Simplicity this Advent” 

A Prayer to Prepare My Heart for Christ’s Coming 

Father, just as You sent John the Baptist to prepare the way for Jesus, help me to clear the path in my heart, too.             

Show me the distractions in my life that block me from all-out worship of You this Advent. Lord, I await Your coming! 

As I celebrate the first Advent––the first coming––I look toward the day where I will see You face to face. I imagine 

what it will be like. Give me a heart, Lord, that looks for Your coming on a daily basis. Help me to live my life where             

I'm constantly seeking Your presence. My offering to You today is my righteous life for I know I am only clean because 

of Jesus. Show me today how I need to be refined, purified, forgiven. Give me the strength to ask for forgiveness and    

to then change my ways. 

~ by Sarah Martin 

A Prayer to Curb Comparison During Advent 

Lord, help us stop comparing our Advent season to any other family because we know you have ordained us for                 

this family, at this table, and you have “good works prepared in advance for us to do” that are specific for us. We             

find meaning and joy in whatever life looks like because we trust Jesus for our lives. Even more, when we’re seated 

with Christ, we worship you and take our eyes off ourselves. Because we’re experiencing intimacy with Jesus,                      

loneliness and disconnection fade and allow us to focus on blessing others.  

We can stop obsessing over ourselves and consider how we might serve and love best. When we’re seated with               

Christ during Advent, we realize that you have sovereignly placed us right where we are for a reason this holiday               

season, and we can trust that you know what you’re doing. Finally, when we’re seated with Christ, we can reiterate            

to our heart that at all times, your peace, power, hope, and love are available to us in endless supply. As we take our 

seat with Jesus, we pray our holiday tables shimmer with your glory and that any joy and hope we’ve lost returns.                    

May we overflow with spiritual gifts as we sit with you, Jesus. 

~ by Heather Holleman 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/pray-for-simplicity-this-advent-1108490.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/women/6-powerful-truths-from-the-life-of-john-the-baptist-that-offer-hope-for-today.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/the-greatest-seat-at-the-holiday-table.html
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A n n u n c i a t i o n  Pa r i s h  
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A n n u n c i a t i o n  Pa r i s h  
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A n n u n c i a t i o n  Pa r i s h  


